
J O Y S T I C K 
J O T T I N G S

I S S U E  N º  1  /  M AY  2 0 1 9



Clifton Hefner, Ian Tait , Lisa Tait, 
Richard (Dick) Sanders, Graham Gill, 
Arthur van der Vennet, John McDonald.

Ben and Viv 
benandviv.design

Contributors 

Design

I S S U E  N º  1

J O Y S T I C K  J O T T I N G S2



C O N T E N T S

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T 4

R Q A C  C E N T E N A R Y  D I N N E R  U P D A T E 6

R Q A C  B I R D S V I L L E  S A F A R I 8

 A N  A R T I C L E  F R O M  Y E S T E R Y E A R 1 6

A M B E R E LY  H E R I T A G E  C E N T E R   V I S I T 2 0

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C O N T R O L  T O W E R 3 2

A R C H E R F I E L D  A I R P O R T   F I N A L I S E S 
M A I N   R U N WAY  M D P 3 5

I S S U E  N º  1  /  M AY  2 0 1 9

J O Y S T I C K  J O T T I N G S 3



“ O U R  C L U B  I S  O P E N  T O  A L L  W I T H  A  P A S S I O N  F O R  AV I AT I O N ”
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S 
R E P O R T
N E W  H O R I Z O N S

Welcome to our new RQAC newsletter!  It has been brewing for a time and I hope you 
enjoy what you see and read.  Our goal is to produce this newsletter about once a 
quarter to stay well linked to our members and friends.

I start by saying our club is open to all with a passion for aviation and a century 
aviation history.  Our history expands beyond our home of Archerfield to include our 
state of Queensland and our Australian nation.  Year 2019 is a big one for us as we will 
celebrate our centenary birthday after our club’s relaunch following the end of World 
War I.  Our roots do go deeper as the original Queensland Aero Club was founded in 
1910, which is only a few short years following Wilbur’s and Orville’s launch into the 
skies in December 1903.  On your calendars, claim the evening of 21st September 2019 
for a gala centenary celebration.  It will be held at Archerfield and we are lining up an 
agenda to remember.  Pass on the word and block your calendars.  More details will be 
advised in coming months.

Our active volunteer Club Captains, Chris Spencer-Scarr and Dave Butler, and social 
committee are busy planning flying and social events for the rest of the year.  Some 
past examples were the 2nd Nov 2018 evening/night fun raid down to our friends at 
the Redcliffe Aero Club.  Those folks served up great steaks!  Another recent example 
is the 17th February fly-in to Amberley.  Wow, what a rare privilege to fly small private 
aircraft into an air force base.  For all events, stay connected to the RQAC web and 
Facebook sites for latest details.  I encourage all to join the fun, share ideas, and help 
when you can.  Again, I thank our volunteers for their efforts.  

Finally, I am happy to advise that RQAC has cross-hired a Piper Super Cub at a 
discounted rate for our members.  This plane fills a gap for fun slow flying and 
absorbing the scenery below.  So, for those without a tailwheel indorsement, find your 
instructor, get checked out, and take a best friend for a fly like the old days.

Safe Flying,  
Clif

C L I F T O N  H E F N E R
R Q A C  P R E S I D E N T/ C H A I R M A N
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1 0 0  Y E A R S  •  1 9 1 9 - 2 0 1 9

S AV E  T H E  D AT E
ROYAL QUEENSLAND AERO CLUB

C E N T E N N I A L  C E L E B R AT I O N
when: Saturday 21 September 2019

where: Archerfield Airport, QLD 4108

I S S U E  N º  1
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R Q A C  C E N T E N A R Y 
D I N N E R  U P D A T E
O U R  P R E M I U M  E V E N T  F O R  2 0 1 9  I S  O F  C O U R S E  T H E  C E N T E N A R Y  D I N N E R  T O  B E  H E L D  O N 
2 1 S T  O F  S E P T E M B E R ,  T H E R E  H AV E  B E E N  R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G S  B Y  T H E  C E N T E N A R Y  D I N N E R  
S U B -   C O M M I T T E E  A N D  T H E  P L A N N I N G  T O  D A T E  H A S  C O V E R E D  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  D E T A I L S .

The venue is Hangar 5 “Archerfield 
Jet Base” which has hosted 
numerous product launches and 
celebrations and on the evening 
will have several corporate aircraft 
out on the hardstand airside to 
add to the atmosphere of the 
event. Hangar 5 has historic 
links to the club as it was home 
to Air Charter Pty Ltd the RQAC 
subsidiary that maintained the 
club aircraft as well as Qantas 
when they moved to Archerfield 
from Eagle Farm.

The Dinner will be a black tie dress 
sit down three course meal with full 
bar facilities and with the option 
of full table bookings. Pricing will 
be advised in the near future and 
is expected to be in the $125 - 
$130 range.

We have a number of notable 
invitees in mind including our Patron 
the Queensland Governor, Qantas 
executives and representatives from 
the Queensland Government; all 
up it will be a special evening with 
guest speaking spots and several 

aviation greats in attendance. We are 
also looking for sponsorships so if 
you can assist either personally or 
through any contacts you may have 
please let us know.

I would appeal to our members 
to communicate the event to any 
previous employees, instructors, 
fire-fighters and air traffic controllers 
that you may still have contact with 
in the hope some may attend this 
milestone event. I would also ask 
if anyone has any old photographs 
or memorabilia could we borrow or 
copy the items for a video montage 
we have plans for.  Just contact 
the club at secretary@rqac.com.
au  to arrange for those items to be 
scanned or borrowed for the event.

Tickets will go on sale in July so make 
a plan to put a party together to 
make this an unforgettable occasion 
befitting our 100th Anniversary.

Cheers, 
John McDonald 
RQAC Centenary Sub- Committee
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R Q A C  B I R D S V I L L E 
S A F A R I
B Y  L I S A  T A I T

L O N G  B E F O R E  T H I S  A D V E N T U R E  B E C A M E  A  R E A L I T Y,  A N D 
O V E R  WAY  T O O  M A N Y  D R I N K S ,  A  F R I E N D  O F  M I N E  M A D E  T H E 
R I D I C U L O U S  S U G G E S T I O N  T O  F LY  O U T  T O  T H E  B I R D S V I L L E 
R A C E S !   S O ,  A F T E R  I  H A D  F I N I S H E D  R O L L I N G  A R O U N D 
T H E  F L O O R  I N  L A U G H T E R ,  &  O V E R  T H E  N E X T  F E W  D AY S /
W E E K / M O N T H S ,  T H E  I D E A  WA S  S T U C K  I N  M Y  H E A D  &  T H E 
C H A L L E N G E  H A D  B E E N  S E T. 

I  B E G A N  T O  R A I S E  I N T E R E S T  F R O M  A  F E W  O F  M Y  O T H E R 
F LY I N G  C O L L E A G U E S  &  E V E N T U A L LY  W E  H A D  3  P L A N E S  & 
7  P I L O T S  &  2  “ C I V I E S ”  R E A R I N G  T O  G O !  S O  A F T E R  M A N Y 
H O U R S  O F  P L A N N I N G ,  T H I S  I S  H O W  I T  A L L  W E N T  D O W N . . .

I S S U E  N º  1
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07 3220 3960  
www.pilotlifeinsurance.com.au

AVIATION
LIFE INSURANCE SPECIALIST

Westbook Investments Pty Ltd trading as Pilot Life Insurance ABN 12 085 026 713 is a Corporate Authorised Representative (No. 462716) 
of ClearView Financial Advice Pty Limited ABN 89 133 593 012 AFS Licence No. 331367 GPO Box 4232, Sydney NSW 2001

private charter agriculture

Pilot
INSURANCE

Pilot Life Insurance
Pilot Life Insurance provides commercial 
and private pilots with tailored life 
insurances to cover all forms of flying, 
fixed  wing and rotary. 
With 20 years’ experience in advising 
Aviation Operators we provide cover at 
leading market rates.

airlines



“ W E  A L L  S U R V I V E D  G E T T I N G 
T H R O U G H  A M B E R L E Y  C O N T R O L L E D 

A I R S P A C E  &  F R O M  T H AT  P O I N T  O N , 
T H E R E  WA S  N O  S T O P P I N G  U S ! ”

T H U R S D AY  3 0 / 0 8

We all met at the Terminal building, full of nerves & 
anticipation whilst we loaded up the 3 planes (2 x C172s 
& 1 x C182).  We said our goodbyes to the loved ones that 
came out to wave us off & off we flew (some of us a little 
heavier than others).  We all survived getting through 
Amberley Controlled airspace & from that point on, there 
was no stopping us!

First stop, St George for re-fuel & lunch. Thanks to David 
Franklin’s relatives who provided us all the nourishment 
we could need to make it to our next destination.

After an hour stop, we took off for our final destination 
for the day, Moble Homestead just outside of Quilpie.  We 
were greeted by our lovely hosts, Brian & Kylie Rutledge 
& quickly got settled in for the night.  After a tour of the 
station, we were escorted up the hill for “Sundowners” 
to watch the sunset.  Brian got his Drone out & took 
some great pictures of the planes & us from above.  This 
was followed with a beautiful home cooked meal, lots of 
stories & a lot more laughter until we all decided it was 
time for bed.  Thanks for organising Andrew – it was an 
amazing stopover!

I S S U E  N º  1
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F R I D AY  3 1 / 0 8

After a hearty homecooked breakfast, we said our 
goodbyes & expressed our sincere gratitude to our 
wonderful hosts & took off in horrible winds for a quick 
refuel stop in Quilpie.  Then onwards & upwards for the 
main event, direct to Birdsville!  It seemed we arrived right 
in time for peak hour & were dutifully lined up behind 
each other for landing on the short dirt cross runway 
before being shown our designated parking bays for the 
weekend.  After settling into our camping abodes, some 
of us went straight to the track to watch the start of the 
races, whilst others casually found their way around town, 
& there are no prizes to guess who did what!  Needless to 
say another late night was had by all ….
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S A T U R D AY  0 1 / 0 9

The Main event … This is why we flew 
all this way in the first instance, right?  
Well, apparently not for all of us but 
it definitely was for me!  The boys 
decided to refuel whilst it was quiet 
in the morning but got distracted 
by bright shiny skies & took off for a 
formation flight over Big Red whilst I 
was on my way to the airfield to meet 
them – needless to say, I was not a 
happy camper being left behind!  But 
with the offer to refuel my plane for 
me, all was forgiven! Lol

So, by lunchtime we were all enjoying 
everything that goes with the 
Birdsville Races – horses, drinking, 
dust, repeat! And the party obviously 
continued into the night…

“ B Y  L U N C H T I M E  W E  W E R E  A L L  E N J O Y I N G  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H AT  G O E S 
W I T H  T H E  B I R D S V I L L E  R A C E S  –  H O R S E S ,  D R I N K I N G ,  D U S T,  R E P E AT ! ”

I S S U E  N º  1
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S U N D AY  0 2 / 0 9

Surprising we were all up earlier than expected, so we 
packed up our gear, loaded up the planes & went for 
breakfast at the famous Birdsville Bakery.  Then off we 
flew to our next destination – Longreach!  We had the 
most amazing tail wind & were all very excited with 
comparing our Ground Speeds at varying altitudes.  It 
became quite a competition of who could be the fastest.  
Once we landed at Longreach, it was another refuel in 
preparation for the flight home tomorrow, then off we 
went to find our lodgings for the night!  Trust me, even 
having to share a room, it was going to be great to have 

a proper bed again.  Chris had organised a tour of the 
Qantas Museum & excitedly we all fell into line to race 
across the road to enjoy all the history it had to offer.  
After many hours, & the knowledge we could have spent 
many more, we went back to our lodgings & got ready 
for a hearty meal at the local, where we all sat around 
discussing our highlights of this amazing adventure.  No 
surprises really, but today’s tour was the highlight for 
most of us nerdy pilots! Lol
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M O N D AY  0 3 / 0 9

Again, everyone was up early after 
a much quieter night was had by all, 
so we decided to take advantage 
of this & get an early start back to 
YBAF, especially considering the 
weather was not going to be nice to 
us for this leg.  The trip to Roma was 
rather uneventful. Macca’s was hand 
delivered by the first boys to land & 
the final refuel was done!

We then headed back to YBAF, with 
the knowledge that the weather was 
going to play havoc with our plans 
but, like any good pilots, we had left 
ourselves options.  Thankfully on 
this leg, I was flying last, but this gave 
me the opportunity to hear what the 
others were dealing with before we 
hit it on the east side of the range.  
Amberley Control Tower had their 
work cut out for themselves, but 
they were very helpful given the 
circumstances.  Needless to say, we 
all landed safely back at Archerfield, 
with amazing memories of one of the 
best long weekends of our life.

“ N E E D L E S S  T O  S AY,  W E  A L L  L A N D E D  S A F E LY  B A C K  AT 
A R C H E R F I E L D ,  W I T H  A M A Z I N G  M E M O R I E S  O F  O N E  O F 
T H E  B E S T  L O N G  W E E K E N D S  O F  O U R  L I F E ”

I S S U E  N º  1
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To finish, as life with the Spencer-
Scarrs is nothing but a competition, 
we had our own for the trip & 
everyone’s a winner!

VH-WPI 
WINNER – no runway mishaps

VH-LWE 
WINNER – flew every leg herself

VH-EVC 
WINNER – first in at every stop

Thank you guys – it was definitely a 
trip of a lifetime!
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A N  A R T I C L E  F R O M 
Y E S T E R Y E A R
W E ’ R E  TA K I N G  Y O U  O N  A  S H O R T  T R I P  D O W N  M E M O R Y  L A N E  W I T H  T H I S 
T R A G I C  A R T I C L E  O N  T H E  S U B J E C T  O F  C H A R L E S  L I N D S AY  C A M P B E L L  — 
F O U N D E R  O F  T H E  Q U E E N S L A N D  A E R O  C L U B  A N D  P I O N E E R  AV I AT O R . 

S U P P L I E D  T O  U S  B Y  O U R  C L U B  H I S T O R I A N  R I C H A R D  (D I C K )  S A N D E R S .
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A M B E R E L Y 
H E R I T A G E 
C E N T E R   V I S I T
B Y  A R T H U R  VA N  D E R  V E N N E T

O N  S U N D AY  T H E  1 7 T H  O F  F E B R U A R Y,  1 6  A I R C R A F T  A N D  6 1 
E A G E R  F LY E R S  M A D E  T H E  S H O R T  H O P  F R O M  A R C H E R F I E L D 
A I R P O R T  ( Y B A F )  T O  T H E  R O YA L  A U S T R A L I A N  A I R  F O R C E 
M I L I TA R Y  B A S E  AT  A M B E R L E Y  ( YA M B) . 

I S S U E  N º  1
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Located around 50km southwest of Brisbane and 
opening for the first time in June of 1940, RAAF 
Amberley was home to the No.24 Squadron and played 
a key role in its flight operations throughout the first 
half of the Second World War. 

Being primarily oriented as a bomber squadron in the 
Pacific theatre No.24 Squadron undertook operations 
during the Battle of Rabaul and the New Guinea, New 
Britain, and Borneo campaigns. From May of 1942 
however, Amberley changed its roles from flying 
operations to mainly the assembly and repair of aircraft. 
Today the base is home to No.1 Squadron, No.6 Squadron, 
No.33 Squadron, and No.36 Squadron. Usually, access 
to Amberley is quite restricted but on rare occasions, 
it opens up its doors to showcase its heritage center to 
visitors. The center itself has restored a total of 10 historic 
aircraft such as the F-111 Aardvark, Dassault Mirage 
2000, Sopwith Camel, De Havilland DHC-4 Caribou, and 
a C-47 Skytrain.
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A F T E R  A  Q U I C K  P R E - D E P A R T U R E 
B R I E F,  T H E  G R O U P  L E F T 
A R C H E R F I E L D  J U S T  A F T E R  8 : 3 0 A M 
A N D  B E L O W  A N D  O V E R  P A G E  A R E 
S O M E  O F  T H E  I M A G E S  I  M A N A G E D  T O 
C A P T U R E  J U S T  B E F O R E  D E P A R T I N G !

I S S U E  N º  1

www.qualityavionics.com.au

Quality Avionics Building 118, Ditchmen Ave, Archerfield Airport 4108, QLD
Phone:	 +61 07 3320 8300
Fax:	 +61 07 3377 4933
Email:	 sales@qualityavionics.com.au

Based in Archerfield • Avionics Upgrades 
Avionics Repairs • Instrument + Electrical 
Autopilots • ADS-B Compliance 

Quality Avionics is a family owned and operated business 
providing fixed and rotary wing avionics support 
in aircraft maintenance service, repairs, upgrades, 
installations, both new and second hand product sales.
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While I would pick flying any aircraft over not flying at all, 
I was lucky enough to be able to get a ride in a brand new 
Cirrus SR-22 Australis! I have to admit that this is one of 
the nicest aircraft I have ever come across!

The flight itself into Amberley was quite short but the 
arrival was breathtaking, seeing the impressive line up of 
KC-30s, C-17s, and numerous F-18s. Once the entire group 
had arrived safely we were free to explore the center! 
Below are some cool pictures of just a couple of the 
aircraft that had showed up on the day!
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O V E R  T H E  N E X T  F E W  P A G E S  A R E  S O M E  C O O L 
P I C T U R E S  O F  J U S T  A  C O U P L E  O F  T H E  A I R C R A F T  T H AT 

H A D  S H O W E D  U P  O N  T H E  D AY !

I S S U E  N º  1
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Above: VH-YRP in all her glory parked down at Amberley!
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T H E  V I S I T  T O  T H E  H E R I TA G E  C E N T E R  WA S  W E L L  W O R T H 
I T  A N D  A F T E R WA R D S ,  T H E  G R O U P  WA S  T R E AT E D  T O  A 
W O N D E R F U L  L U N C H  B Y  S O M E  O F  T H E  B A S E  V O L U N T E E R S ! 

I S S U E  N º  1
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Some of the other visitors on the day were in awe 
by the amount of aircraft that had come in for 
the visit!

Despite not being able to take many pictures of 
some of the display aircraft inside the center I did 
manage to take some pretty awesome shots of the 
C-47A parked just outside!
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The day was wrapped up with a short brief before 
departure underneath the wing of the C-47. In many ways, 
I feel that the image is quite symbolic of the effects that 
the DC-3 has had on society. I would also like to say a quick 
thank you to Chris for organizing such a wonderful day 
out and making sure that everything went as smoothly as 
possible! Can’t wait to see what’s next in store!

But for now…

Safe travels!

Arthur van der Vennet :D

I S S U E  N º  1
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H I  F R O M  T H E 
A R C H E R F I E L D 
C O N T R O L  T O W E R
A F T E R  A  FA N TA S T I C  A M B E R L E Y  F LY  I N  ( AT  L E A S T  F R O M 
A N  A I R  T R A F F I C  C O N T R O L  P E R S P E C T I V E)  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O 
C O N G R AT U L AT E  T H E  O R G A N I S E R S  O F  T H E  E V E N T  A N D  T H E 
P A R T I C I P A N T S  F O R  A  M O R N I N G  T H AT  W E N T  R E A L LY  S M O O T H LY.

B Y  G R A H A M  G I L L

Everyone appeared to be well 
briefed, ready to roll without delay 
at the holding point and made 
succinct calls to ATC without any 
over-transmits. All pilots made 
an effort to follow the preceding 
aircraft without overtaking and 
calmly communicated any doubts 
they had with ATC when there 
was an appropriate gap in the 
frequency. Well done!

This brings me to operations at 
Archerfield during busy times, 
particularly when the circuit is full of 
pilots doing touch and goes. 

It is of vital importance that after 
being told to follow an aircraft in 
the circuit pattern that the correct 
aircraft is identified and followed 
during your circuit session. The 
controller will assume that you will 
sight the aircraft. So there is no 
requirement to report sighting to 
the controller – unless you can’t find 
the aircraft! 

If that is the case do not – I repeat 
do not – turn base until you sight the 
aircraft. If you are still unable to see 
the aircraft or are unsure if it is the 
right one, ask the controller. Or, for 
that matter, after completing your 
touch and go don’t turn crosswind 
before visually re-acquiring the 
aircraft you were previously 
following. Again, if there is any doubt, 
ask the controller the position of the 
aircraft. If an aircraft departs before 
your touch and go you will be told 
of the pilots intentions and whether 
you will be following that aircraft in 
the circuit.

That’s all for now. Be safe out there 
and enjoy your flying. And if you ever 
have a question about procedures 
we are more than happy to take 
a call from anyone to clarify your 
understanding of procedures.

Graham Gill, 
Archerfield Tower Check and 
Standards Supervisor
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Contact us to discuss all your 
piston engine overhaul and 

repair requirements.

Lycoming & Continental

Engine overhauls and repairs

Engines and Components on exchange

Parts & Components

NDT inspection service

Specialist Machine Shop

Since 1983 we have built a reputation on providing outstanding 
workmanship and service to the general aviation sector.

 920 Boundary Road Richlands Qld 4077 (07) 3375 1787 
 enquiries@brisbaneaero.com     www.brisbaneaero.com 

CASA CAR30 & Part 145 approved



A R C H E R F I E L D 
A I R P O R T   F I N A L I S E S 
M A I N  R U N W A Y  M D P
A R C H E R F I E L D  A I R P O R T  C O R P O R AT I O N  I S  C U R R E N T LY  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F 
P R E P A R I N G  A  D R A F T  M A J O R  D E V E L O P M E N T  P L A N  (D M D P)  F O R  E X T E N S I O N S 
T O  T H E  A I R P O R T ’ S  M A I N  R U N WAY  F O L L O W I N G  A  T H R E E - A N D - A - H A L F  M O N T H 
P U B L I C  C O N S U LTAT I O N  P E R I O D .

The runway extension proposal 
is among some $17.5 million 
worth of airport improvements 
planned under Project AIM (Airside 
Infrastructure Modernisation). 
The works will modernise ageing 
airport infrastructure, improve 
existing aircraft capability from/
to the airport and help cater for 
anticipated growth in aircraft 
movements at Archerfield Airport. 

The improvements have been 
foreshadowed in successive airport 
approved master plans since 2000. In 
accordance with the current Master 

Plan (2017 – 2037), Archerfield 
Airport is forecast to cater for 
between 170,000 and 260,000 
aircraft movements per year.

Together with replacement of the 
ageing ground lighting system with 
LED technology, the runway and 
associated taxiway improvements 
will provide safety, environmental, 
economic and operational benefits for 
the types and sizes of aircraft currently 
operating from the airport. As a result, 
Archerfield Airport will continue to 
play a support role to Brisbane Airport 
for the foreseeable future. 

AAC would like to thank those who 
were involved throughout the 
public consultation process, and 
also those who made submissions 
on the future of Archerfield 
Airport. The Corporation is now 
in the process of reviewing those 
submissions and will alter the 
preliminary dMDP accordingly before 
it submits the dMDP in the coming 
few weeks for approval by the 
Minister of the Federal Department 
of Infrastructure, Regional 
Development and Cities.  
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