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Glenn Cuf fe
This is the f irst edit ion of Joystick Jot t ings for 2020, 

the New Decade

First ly I  would l ike to acknowledge the ef for ts and express thanks on 
behalf  of  the membership to former Board Members Cl i f  Hefner who 
was the President f rom the reformat ion of  what is now again RQAC 
and Andrew Nacsa as the Board’s special ist  in aviat ion given his 
background as a CFI/CP and Head of  Operat ions.  Their  contr ibut ion 

is much apprec iated.

The Board met recent ly with the Joint  Club Captains Chr is Spencer-Scarr  and Dave But ler 
to map out the program of act iv i t ies for  2020.  In shor t ,  each month wi l l  feature a Fr iday 
evening social  event on the f i rst  Fr iday of  the month and a f ly ing act iv i t y to be held on a 
weekend day on the third weekend of  the month.   Detai ls wi l l  be publ ished on the RQAC 
Website,  Facebook and by emai l  advice to members.

New technology in aviat ion is always fasc inat ing and late last  year Cir rus launched i ts 
second generat ion of  i ts  SF50 Vision Jet Gen 2 at  an event hosted by A ir  Gold Coast.  
This amazing smal l  jet  is  powered by a Wil l iams FJ 33 turbofan enabl ing this aircraf t 
with seats for  5 adults and two chi ldren enabl ing i t  to cruise at  just  above 300 k ts with 
a ser vice cei l ing of  FL 310 which gives i t  RVSM capabi l i t y  and a range of  1200 nm.  I t 
has the Cir rus A ir f rame Parachute System (CAPS) which Cir rus says since incept ion has 
been deployed across the ent i re f leet  of  Cir rus products inc luding the piston powered 
f leet  some 170 t imes which surpr ised me. A ir  Gold Coast and Fl ight  One at  Archer f ie ld 
can provide the t ransi t ion t raining for the rat ing.   The aircraf t  is  designed to be an easy 

step up f rom the high per formance Cir rus SR 
22 range.
The bushf i re season has witnessed a var iety 
of  f i re f ight ing aircraf t  v is i t ing Archer f ie ld f rom 
rotar y wing to agr icul tural  turbine powered 
aircraf t  in both f ixed gear and f loatplane 
conf igurat ions.   Down south the f i r ies have 
employed some heavy i ron.  Elsewhere in this 
edi t ion of  JJ there is a stor y on the ef for ts of 
these special ist  aircraf t .
RQAC current ly has approximately 85 
members but we are looking for more so 
please encourage your aviat ion col leagues to 
be par t  of  the regrowth of  RQAC as i t  moves 
into i ts second century.

pr E SI d EN t’S  r Ep o r t
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t h E  v I E w  
f r o M  t h E
c a p t a I N ’ S  S E a t

Greet ings fel low Aviators & Aviat ion enthusiasts,  al l  the very best & safe 
f ly ing for  2020.

What have we got planned for you this year? I  have seen the f i rst  draf t  of 
the events and this coming year is looking to have much to of fer !  There is 
the usual  dawn patrols as wel l  as ment ion of  Nav Rally ’s,  Fly a ways, t r iv ia 
nights and the regular Fr iday dr inks nights as wel l  as the new Sunday social. 
I f  any of  you out there have an idea for a social  event,  be i t  f ly ing or non-
f ly ing please let  us know. Also last  year we took par t  in events hosted by 
other c lubs and wi l l  cont inue with this in the hope that this grow with the 
c lubs at tending RQAC events.
  
We star ted the year of f  with our f i rst  Sunday social  with “Br ing & Braai ”, 
this is an old South Afr ican tradit ion where you BYO meat and burn i t  on 
someone else’s f i re!   A lthough the turnout was not large, possibly due to 
threatening storms, the die -hards turned up and a good t ime was had by 
al l.  I t  was also an oppor tunity to welcome back our wander ing aviator,  Nicc i 
Spencer Scarr.  By al l  accounts i t  was a tremendous year but Nicc i  is  glad to 
be back home with family & fel low aviators.

As ment ioned before we have decided to move the second Fr iday dr inks 
evening to a Sunday af ternoon social  star t ing at  4:00pm. This to al low 
those that had to f ight  t raf f ic  on a Fr iday evening to take a leisurely Sunday 
af ternoon dr ive to the c lub. Br ing the family,  br ing your f r iends and br ing 
your dog, yes some do!  No more excuses please, your c lub needs your 
suppor t .  Whinge over!

Folks planning these events takes a tremendous amount of  t ime & ef for t , 
especial ly the f ly  away events.  Dur ing the past year Chr is & I  have felt  very 
disappointed at  the turn out we have got to most of  the events.  This year we 
are asking you to suppor t  the c lub even i f  just  by being there.  On numerous 
occasions I  have f lown 2 up in a C172, we are more than wi l l ing to take a 
back seater i f  weight al lows. I  am sure there are others that  wi l l  do the same.
Hopeful ly the weather wi l l  star t  to turn af ter  the devastat ing bush f i res and 
the storm season and we can get into some ser ious f ly ing & social is ing in 
2020. Hope to see you around the c lub & in the air.

Remember… Safety is no accident!! !  
Dave But ler
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07 3220 3960  
www.pilotlifeinsurance.com.au

AVIATION
LIFE INSURANCE SPECIALIST

Westbook Investments Pty Ltd trading as Pilot Life Insurance ABN 12 085 026 713 is a Corporate Authorised Representative (No. 462716) 
of ClearView Financial Advice Pty Limited ABN 89 133 593 012 AFS Licence No. 331367 GPO Box 4232, Sydney NSW 2001

private charter agriculture

Pilot
INSURANCE

Pilot Life Insurance
Pilot Life Insurance provides commercial 
and private pilots with tailored life 
insurances to cover all forms of flying, 
fixed  wing and rotary. 
With 20 years’ experience in advising 
Aviation Operators we provide cover at 
leading market rates.

airlines
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OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!
MONDAY

0700 to 1500
 

TUESDAY 
0700 to 1500

 
WEDNESDAY
0700 to 1500

 
THURSDAY
0700 to 1500

 
FRIDAY

0700 to 1500
 

SATURDAY
0700 to 1300

 

You can always count on Daniel & June to be on site ready to assist you
or your customers with a friendly smile, a drink & great fresh made

food to suit the weather and or any occasion. 
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Since at  least  October 2019 f i res have been burning in Austral ia and over 500 f i ref ight ing 
aircraf t  coordinated by the Nat ional  Aer ial  Firef ight ing Centre (NAFC) have swung into 
act ion.   AS the summer progress we have witnessed the devastat ion.   Fight ing these f i res 
f rom the air  takes an ex traordinary sk i l l  and determinat ion.   Government owned and hired 
aircraf t  are brought in to assist  with many coming f rom overseas. 

Firespot ter aircraf t  are l ight  f ixed wing and rotar y aircraf t  f i t ted with mapping and 
intel l igence equipment that  gather informat ion to send back to NAFC whi lst  other l ight 
f ixed wing aircraf t  are used to coordinate and supervise the f i re bombing.  Then medium 

to heavy hel icopters and f ixed wing are used for f i rebombing and tact ical  crew inser t ion, 
local  aircraf t  have water car r y ing capacity  f rom 2270 l i t res to more than 11356 l i t res. 

One of  the largest aircraf t  are the Very Large Air  Tanker.   One such aircraf t  is  the 
McDonnel l  Douglas DC10 or Bomber 910 cost ing over $30m in 2006 cal led the Southern 
Bel le which has a capacity of  43900 l i t res of  retardant.   The DC 10 is operated with a 
Fl ight  Engineer to monitor and operate the aircraf ts complex systems and coordinate the 
spread of  the drop, water drop rates,  pat terns and spread.  He/She is also responsible for 
the release of  retardant or water.

Bushfire Aerial Firefighting 
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The Austral ian government also contracted Coulson Aviat ion again for  supply of  Lockheed 
C-130 Hercules which were based at  Richmond R A AF base NSW.  Coulson has fought 
f i res wor ld wide with a stel lar  record.   Sadly,  in Austral ia one of  i t  aircraf t  crashed and 
three heroes were sadly lost .
Archer f ie ld A irpor t  again saw an enormous number of  fore f ight ing aircraf t .   Queensland 
Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) whi lst  now based in Toowoomba use Archer f ie ld 
A irpor t  as a key strategic locat ion in SEQ to reach the range of  f i res to the nor th and 
south.   Those aircraf t  worked t i re lessly bat t l ing the States some of the most severe 
f i res in histor y.   Fixed wing and rotar y wing aircraf t  could be seen landing taking of f  and 
rest ing crews for some months.   QFES engaged more than 40 aircraf t  operators and in 
November 2019 more than 40 aircraf t  were operat ing in a single day.  
McDermot t  Aviat ion used three 
water bombing aircraf t  inc luding 
the Bel l  214B hel icopter car r y ing 
2600 l i t res of  water.   Deployments 
were constant and wide reaching.  
McDermot ts is Austral ia’s largest 
pr ivately owned and operated 
Hel i -Aviat ion Company over the 
last  20 years and have fought 
f i res in Canada, Amer ica, 
Por tugal,  Indonesia and the 
Paci f ic .   McDermot ts in jo int 
venture with Isolair  USA develop 
and manufacture the 2600 l i t re 
Tsunami Bel ly Tank system for 
their  Bel l  412 hel icopters using foam retardant with an automat ic inject ion tank that al lows 
a predetermined mix to be injected by the pi lot .   Dur ing these recent f i res,  McDermot t 
deployed hel icopters into the most devastat ing bushf i res using the bel ly tanks and slung 
buckets with up to 3000 l i t re capacity regular ly f ly ing 10 hour operat ional  days with 
scheduled and unscheduled maintenance car r ied our af ter  hours,  cer tainly an around 

the c lock operat ion.   McDermot t 
have a large f leet  inc luding 14 Bel l 
214s, 8 AS365 Dauphins and 5 Twin 
Squir rels and a massive number of 
stores,  spares refuel l ing vehic les 
and special ists work ing on the 
aircraf t .  

Ar t ic le wr i t ten by Heather Mat tes
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Sherwood Sleigh Project
by Nicky Sherwood 

For the past three months Nicky has been involved in a leadership course and 
par t  of  the program was to design a community impact project  that  suppor ted an 
area of  impor tance to the par t ic ipants.  Nicky and her husband have a passion for 
f ly ing and her husband has fal len in love with being in the air.  Nicky thought why 
not combine the two passions of  helping her community and her love of  being in 
the air  together.
 
So, the Sherwood Sleigh project  was born.  The goal  was to get 100 f i l led school 
back packs to areas severely af fected not only by pr ior  drought but now by f i res, 
hoping to get to the areas af fected badly and perhaps were cut of f  f rom most road 
access aid.  We planned on using our plane to del iver the goods. About 300 hrs of 
planning and logist ics made this project  happen!

About a day af ter  post ing the event cal l ing for  donat ions a very generous gi f t  From 
A2K Technologies reaches out and of fered the 100 bags!!!  Completely overwhelmed 
and ful l  of  excitement!
 
The project  was coming to f rui t ion.  I  knew there would be a lot  of  chal lenges in 
get t ing to these locat ions and the hardest thing was actual ly locat ing people on 
the ‘ground’  to meet us at  the plane. With the Chr istmas c losure,  I  made over 
49 phone cal ls to counci l,  rotary,  Salvat ion Army and l ikes tr y ing to ar range to 
get some conf irmat ions of  areas that real ly needed the bags. Thankful ly about a 
week before drop of f  needed to happen (the goal  was to get the bags to the k ids 
before school  went back) I  put  up a post on Facebook and an incredible lady f rom 
the sunny coast told me to get in touch with Blazeaid!  I  made three phone cal ls 
and within the next day I  have two conf irmed pick up points,  one in casino and 
one in Graf ton. The bags to then go by road to Drake, outer areas of  Casino and 
Rappvi l le who had so much devastat ion and their  school  suppl ies unl ikely to get 
their  before school  went back, the remaining bags went to Nymboida.
 

10.30 Weds night before drop of f,  Nicky and Kaine 
were the Royal  Qld Aero Club, where a couple amazing 
helpers had col lected the bags f rom Eight Mile Plains 
and del ivered them to the c lub house...weighing in at  5kg 
each this meant Nicky Spencer-Scarr  and her l i t t le bro 
l i f ted 500kg! Each bag was f i l led with over 20 i tems for 
back to school  ready supplies for  both gir ls and boys, 
one less thing mums and dads had to worry about whi lst 
they are busy put t ing their  l ives back together!

The weather was not looking promising as the husband 
pi lot  kept saying ‘don’t 
know why you choose 
to do i t  on Aussie 
day weekend, f ly ing 
weather is never 
good’  but I  persisted 
and stayed posit ive, 
I  was going to make 
this happen whether 

we went in by air  or  road regardless,  those kids 
were get t ing these bags!
 
The logist ics of  this and the balance between 
the weight in the Piper Arrow II  meant that  i t 
would be several  t r ips to get the bags there,  so 
I  made an execut ive decision to remove a realm of  paper f rom each bag, weighing 
a hef ty 2.5kg each this reduced the total  weight of  the cumulat ive bags by half !

Thursday and the weather forecast is looking a l i t t le worse for Fr iday af ternoon, 
af ter  some very careful  weather and W&B planning we decided i t  would be safer 
to get another plane on board. 
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This means we can do a single ear ly morning single t r ip to YCAS (Casino) with 
the two planes, then the Arrow cont inuing onto YGFN (Graf ton) for  the remaining 
bags. This would then al low for our safe return to YBAF (Archer f ield)  before the 
weather that  was forecast for  the af ternoon.
 
Nicky put a cal l  out  for  another pi lot  who 
would volunteer his t ime to f ly  the remaining 
bags and an incredible guy f rom a syndicate at 
YBAF (Jared) volunteered his t ime and plane 
and assisted on this impor tant project,  9.30pm 
the night before the pi lots were conference 
cal l ing to f inal ise a f l ight  plan and cont ingency 
for the weather and calculate the amount of 
bags each plane could take and the size and 
dimensions of  each of  them and the physical 
locat ion on the plane!
 
5.30am came and we had two pi lots fuel l ing 
up and 100 bags near the gates ready to load 
onto the planes, wheels up had to be at  6.30am to get the best par t  of  the day 
and avoid the af ternoon weather!  A small  army of  people were loading, Nicky was 
reweighing and subtract ing as they went into each area of  the plane, and ensured 
they were secure and strapped down. We got i t  al l  in with 10 mins to spare for  hugs, 
photos and a quick celebrat ion self ie or f ive!  Wheels were up and we were enroute 
to YCAS, Piper Arrow leading the way and the Cessna fol lowing. An emotional  and 
excit ing tr ip,  I  can’t  bel ieve what we actual ly pul led of f !
 
We landed safely at  YCAS with a special  surpr ise f rom a visi t  f rom the mayor,  some 

incredible volunteers,  Rotary,  St  Vinnies 
de Paul,  the pr inc ipal  of  Rappvi l le School 
and the amazing Blazeaid volunteers 
with the legend who made this possible 
‘Spud’ ! !  They made a parcel  l ine unloading 
f rom the planes and placing in the trai ler.
Kaine and Nicky then f lew onto YGFN to 
meet another blaze aid contact  and sadly 
had to decl ine cof fee due to the storm 
coming in.

 
The devastat ion was c lear f ly ing between 
YCAS and YGFN, the small  town of 
Rappvi l le,  scorched and then Graf ton 
surrounded by water and f looded in,  i t 
was an eye opening exper ience and one 

that I  wouldn’t  wish upon anyone. I  am pleased we have made a di f ference to the 
k ids and famil ies in these community towns.
 
In the weeks fol lowing Nicky is st i l l  get t ing lots of  emails,  tex ts and email  hugs 
f rom parents who have l i teral ly lost  every thing, they said i t  was so nice for  their 
k ids to have ‘new stuf f ’  ready to go back to school.  Nicky and the gir l  f rom A2K 
Technologies Alyssa are going in by road to del iver the 250 realms of  paper, 
swags for the volunteers at  Blazeaid and care bags to the volunteers al l  of  which 
was donated for this incredible cause within the coming month. 

Nicky said she wouldn’t  have been able to do this without the suppor t  of  everyone 
involved and i t  was a truly hear t-warming exper ience that al l  these people ral l ied 
behind her.  Huge thanks f rom Nicky to anyone reading this who helped out,  sent 
messages of  suppor t  and encouraged her through her many hurdles in making this 
happen. 
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Can I use my GPS?
by Ada m Starr

Let ’s star t  with the simple quest ion – wel l  can you? I  mean l i teral ly.  Can you physical ly 
use that magic l i t t le box? Can you twiddle i ts knobs and get i t  to dance for you? Now, I 
don’ t  mean watch your uni t  l ight  up af ter  you turn the avionics switch on and be able to 
use i t  to tune up a f requency. Nor do I  mean only ever using the direct- to funct ion.  I  mean 
can you do the star t-up checks and a R AIM check? Can you act ivate a saved f l ight  p lan 
and then act ivate di f ferent legs of  i t? Can you add in a user waypoint  f rom a lat / long? 
Can you navigate using the instruments in f ront  of  you rather than glancing over at  the 
moving map?
You also need to have the background knowledge of  how the system works.  In this day 
and age you real ly should be famil iar  with GPS and GLONASS (as I  reckon you probably 
already use both on your phone!),  cross-checking waypoints and f l ight  p lans, what PBN 
and RNP both you and the machine are and why, the accuracy/er rors/rel iabi l i t y/coverage/
range of  the system and a few other things descr ibed in the appropr iate syl labus. 
Syl labus? What sy l labus? Back in the day (groan, yes here we go!),  when these PFM 
boxes were new, there was a separate course you had to go through in order to use i t . 
We are talk ing CAR5 l icences here and the old Command Instrument Rat ing.  The syl labus 
then was hidden in the CAO and, once you had done the course you would get something 
for your logbook l ike this:
 

That was evidence I  had completed the course and could use the GPS (i t  a lso happens 
to be evidence that I  actual ly had a paper logbook at  some stage!).  I t  a lso ment ions the 
type of  GPS and enforced fur ther learning when you moved on to another type.
Now that we are in the t imes of  the Par t61 l icence things have changed subt ly.  I f  you star t 
your t raining now to become a pi lot ,  you wi l l  automat ical ly be taught al l  you need to know 
about GNSS systems as wel l  as how to use your par t icular l i t t le box. This is decreed in 
the MOS with the knowledge unit  of  PNVC and the pract ical  uni ts of  RNE and NAV. These 
are at  PPL level  so every pi lot  should have that sk i l l /knowledge set and the NAV unit  is 
also prescr ibed for RPL nav endorsement so that sk i l l /knowledge set should have been 
taught and examined there as wel l . 
Pret ty st raight for ward so far.  Now for the grey area! What i f  you had a CAR5 l icence 
(without the CAO signof f )  and you t ransi t ioned to a Par t61 l icence? You can tel l  i f  th is has 
happened -  wel l  you wi l l  know your own as you did i t  yoursel f  by providing a few reams 
of  paper work to CASA. You can tel l  i f  i t  has happened to someone else as back on page 
17 of  their  l icence i t  wi l l  have these tel l ta le l i t t le marks:
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This may mean that you have sl ipped through the cracks of  the syl labus change. When 
someone presents to me for this update,  I  s imply run a course to the cur rent MOS 
standard and then provide cer t i f icat ion.  That means that person is now equivalent to 
both of  the other examples – a CAR5 conversion with the CAO cer t i f icat ion and a straight 
Par t61/MOS l icence-holder. 
You also NEED to be competent on this by law. CASR 61.385 states that ,  in order to 
exerc ise the pr iv i leges of  your l icence in an aircraf t  you MUST be competent in “operat ing 
the aircraf t ’s  navigat ion and operat ing systems” as wel l  as many other i tems.  
Now that we are cer t i f ied,  is  our aircraf t? Was the l i t t le PFM box instal led to a par t icular 
TSO? Is i t  of  an appropr iate type? These can be hard quest ions to answer and wi l l  involve 
a bi t  of  legwork on you par t .  I t  is  too much for this ar t ic le,  but  I  wi l l  delve into i t  more 
in another ar t ic le.  You can get a fair  idea of  your aircraf t  and avionics capabi l i t y  by just 
looking at  the Maintenance Release and seeing i f  i t  is  cer t i f ied for  IFR. You can (and I 
suggest i f  you are going to use GNSS that you should) also go through CAO 20.91 and 
examine where your aircraf t  f i ts.  Another handy l i t t le place to look is in AIP GEN 1.5 
and see i f  you have the r ight  equipment to sat isf y your operat ion as wel l  as CAO 20.18 
Appendix IV.
Let ’s assume that you are now proven qual i f ied to use the magic and the box /es in the 
aircraf t  are appropr iately cer t i f ied.  Now can you use your GPS??
In most discussions, I  have found the references revolve around what is in the AIP. To 
take i t  back a step fur ther,  I  have even had discussions around the relevance of  AIP. I 
was once to ld that  the “ I ”  in AIP stood for “ Informat ion” and, as such, was not binding and 
was for informat ion only.  I  am always open for a good debate so let ’s discuss this point 
before moving on. First ly,  i f  you have a look at  some of the regulat ions (e.g.  CAR 174D) 
they state that ,  with a regulator y basis,  CASA may issue fur ther instruct ion on how to 
navigate.  I  take that to mean AIP. Now I  know that is an Airser vices publ icat ion and not 
a CASA publ icat ion (as a debater once pointed out)  so does not f i t  the let ter  of  the law. 
But i f  we don’t  take i t  to mean that then i t  must mean that AIP is just  for  “ Informat ion” and 
can be ignored i f  we wish – inc luding AIP GEN 1.5 that  we discussed above so we don’t 
need TSO and can navigate on our iPads; we don’t  need to obey the blue l ines on the 
maps that are also considered par t  of  AIP, in fact  we don’t  even need to use the standard 
phraseology or abide by any of  the many requirements in ENR 1.1.  I  don’ t  subscr ibe to 
that  theory (I  suggest you don’t  e i ther)  and take AIP as a regulated direct ion f rom CASA.
Another point  in some discussions revolves around phrases l ike “sole means” or “pr imary 
means”.  These terms were around a whi le ago but seem to have faded a bi t .  Now i t  just 
seems that you need to be able to navigate by one of  several  methods.
AIP ENR 1.1 para 4.2 talks about navigat ing under the VFR and is of t  quoted by people 
bel ieving i t  states a VFR pi lot  must navigate by reference to ground or water.  The other 
par t  of  that  same paragraph (AIP ENR 1.1 para 4.2.1(a))  fo l lows on to say that you could 
also navigate by any of  the methods in para 4.1.1 except when operat ing at  2000’  or 
below (which is sensible).  I f  you now go to para 4.1.1 that  talks about IFR navigat ion.  That 
means that a VFR pi lot  can navigate by v isual  reference to the ground or water OR by any 
IFR method – inc luding GNSS which is an approved area navigat ion system. 
The key here is that  the GNSS, i f  used, must meet the per formance cr i ter ia ( i .e.  TSO as 
discussed before) and you must be competent in i ts use which you would be under CARS 
61.385 i f  you are f ly ing that aircraf t . 
You can apply this to your own si tuat ion but lets just  take a simple example.  A VFR PPL 
holder goes and hires an IFR capable aircraf t .  This happens in a lot  of  p laces where the 
same aircraf t  is  used for both IFR and VFR work.  The PPL holder has been to ld that  they 
can’ t  use the GPS and has therefore never been instructed in i ts use. 
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The PPL holder then cannot hire the aircraf t  as they are not deemed competent under 
CASR 61.385. This means that the PPL holder needs to make sure they have the under ly ing 
knowledge by syl labus as descr ibed above (CAR5, Par t61 or the grey area l icence) and 
then be competent in the use of  that  uni t .  Once that has been achieved, they can quite 
happi ly and legal ly use that GPS to navigate.
So nex t t ime you go and f ly,  see i f  you have a GPS, and sat isf y the above requirements 
and, impor tant ly,  make sure the navigat ion database is up to date on the unit .  I f  a l l  checks 
out ,  then go for your l i fe.
Now, should I  use my GPS? You st i l l  want to keep basic sk i l ls  al ive so pract ice them 
as wel l .  The two ski l ls  should go together – don’t  re ly on the GPS to the detr iment of 
map- reading ski l ls  BUT also don’t  re ly on map- reading to the detr iment of  GPS ski l ls! 
There are also a few caveats that  are in AIP (as wel l  as in any reasonable pi lots mind) 
about navigat ing above SCT c loud VFR. These warnings should be heeded and careful 
dec ision-making processes and r isk analysis per formed before at tempt ing this sor t  of 
f l ight .  You can do i t ,  but  you had bet ter make sure you can get back down! Posit ion f ix ing 
is not an issue as i t  is  not  required under AIP ( i f  using map/ground i t  needs to be every 
30 mins,  i f  by VOR 2 hours,  but  not needed for an area navigat ion system).  I t  is  prudent, 
however,  to st i l l  put  pinpoints on your map/EFB at regular inter vals (by whatever means) 
and do your CLEAROF checks just  in case something does happen.
Last ly,  you also need to know what to put in your f l ight  not i f icat ions which is in the 
AIP and for IFR pi lots you need to be aware of  qui te a bi t  more of  what you can do and 
what you need to notate.  Both of  these wi l l  be too long for here so wi l l  be the subject  of 
separate ar t ic les.

b I o  o N  ada M  S tar r
Adam Star r  is  an inst ructor and test ing of f icer/examiner who has been teaching in 
adul t  educat ion s ince the 1980s. 

He spec ial ises in adul t  educat ion,  f l ight  inst ruct ion and test ing and par t icular ly in 
inst rument f l ight  in technological ly advanced aircraf t . 

He has over 1500 hours of  inst rument inst ruct ion in both s ingle and mult i - engine 
aircraf t  and over 2500 hours inst ruct ing in Cir rus aircraf t . 

Adam was Austral ia’s f i rst  Cir rus factor y cer t i f ied Plat inum CSIP and has been 
t raining wi thin the Cir rus factor y t ra in ing network for  over 10 years. 

You can contact  h im at  adam@star raviat ion.com.au or on 0412469247.
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pI pEr  SU pEr  cU b  fo r  M EM b Er S

The club is excited to advise members of an exclusive 
offer. Piper Super Cub VH-PYK has landed at Archerfield 
and is available only to members of Royal Queensland 
Aero Club. 

This offer provides club members with the opportunity 
to re-engage with the fun of basic flying and aircraft 
handling.  The Super Cub is a tail wheel aircraft, and for 
those members who do not yet have this endorsement 
it is a fantastic opportunity to gain it. The owner of the 
aircraft requires that members are checked and obtain 
a signed competency statement.  The designated check 
pilot is Jeremy Miller who is also able to conduct tail 
wheel endorsements. Once checked, the aircraft will be 
available to members at $220 per hour (including GST) 
which makes flying very affordable. The Super Cub is the 
ideal aircraft to hone your flying skills whilst having fun.

If you would like to arrange a check flight or 
endorsement please email 
secretary@rqac.com.au.
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var I E t y  fU N flI g h t  Safar I  l aU N ch Ed
E SSEN d o N  fI EldS  aI r p o r t  o N  fEb r Uary  1
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On Saturday February 1,  Essendon Fields A irpor t  was host to one of  the more unusual 
s ights to be seen on the tarmac since i t  p layed host to the Beat les.  Not just  aircraf t  taxi ing 
r ight  to the terminal  and proudly displaying their  new FunFl ight  Safar i  l iver y,  but  also wi ldly 
decorated c lassic cars -  accompanied by their  dr ivers in costumes inc luding Cavemen, 
Aust in Powers and Sesame Street .
 
Of course, i t  wasn’t  a usual  Saturday morning at  the terminal,  as this Saturday was also 
the of f ic ial  launch of  a new event which is sure to become a calendar highl ight  of  aviat ion 
enthusiasts everywhere.
 
The Var iety FunFl ight  Safar i  2020 is a 10 Day AIR-venture beginning at  Essendon Fields 
A irpor t  in Melbourne, and culminat ing at  Great Keppel  Is land near Rockhampton. Taking of f 
in August the Safar i  wi l l  act ively par t ic ipate in the 30th anniversary of  the Vic tor ian Var iety 
Bash. The Bash is not a race or a ral ly,  but  a dr ive through the outback with your ‘mates’  - 
about 100 cars of  30 years and older and along the way rais ing funds for chi ldren in need.
 
Renowned as a “ t r ip of  a l i fet ime” exper ience, the 2020 Safar i  wi l l  v is i t  iconic Austral ian 
locat ions inc luding Deni l iquin NSW, Renmark and Wilpena Pound SA, and Birdsvi l le in QLD. 
Every evening the dr ivers and pi lots wi l l  come together to share their  adventures,   and 
having l istened to their  stor ies f rom the last  30 years,  this promises to be one big par ty!

According Michèl  Verheem, Founder of  FunFl ight ,  “The Var iety FunFl ight  Safar i  2020 is a 
oppor tuni ty for  us and for Var iety to raise ex tra funds for the same type of  char i t ies.  We both 
deal  with chi ldren touched by adversi ty together with their  fami l ies.”
 
Ken Pryor,  Board Member of  Var iety Vic tor ia and bash veteran added “We’re looking for ward 
to a great event.  We’re t ravel ing about 4000 k i lometres and going through some iconic par ts 
of  the countr y.  For those who haven’t  done i t ,  i t ’s  a bucket l ist  t r ip.  I t  is  real ly great countr y 
to go and see.”

Contact:          Chr is Mul ler,  FunFl ight  Safar i  Commit tee
                        chr is.mul ler@funf l ight .org   0412 129 162
 
More info:        www.funf l ightsafar i .org

About FunFl ight:  With the moneys raised FunFl ight  wi l l  be able to expand our of fer  of  f ree 
joy- f l ights to many more k ids and famil ies touched by adversi ty in Austral ia.  The ef fect  of 
a day of  fun for  fami l ies that  so of ten have l i t t le to smi le about is enormous. FunFl ight  has 
given over 14,500 passengers the ‘Fl ight  of  their  Li fe’  and we are looking for ward to doing 
that for  many more in the future!

About Var iety:  Var iety use funds raised to del iver suppor t  to fami l ies when t imes are tough 
and when there is nowhere else to turn.   In 2018 Var iety direct ly impacted the l ives of 
111,712 chi ldren through the del ivery of  $11,180,504 in grants for :
Equipment that  helps chi ldren with their  mobi l i t y,  l ike wheelchairs,  and walk ing aids 
Rare and expensive medical  equipment and services inc luding insul in pumps, wigs,  feeds, 
oxygen pumps and more. 
Technology, programs and scholarships that  help chi ldren unlock al l  the joys of  educat ion 
and communicat ion.
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To paradise and back 

Since f inishing my PPL I  have been for tunate enough to stretch my wings over a good 
par t  of  Southern Queensland, adventured into the centre of  the NT and as far  South into 
the wi lderness as Coober Pedy. The oppor tuni ty has also come up to f ly  across the di tch 
in the lef t-hand seat of  a l ight  aircraf t .  Whi le not every minute was per fect  f ly ing,  every 
minute has been able to bui ld new knowledge, new ski l ls  and real ly learn those lessons 
f rom the instructors.  I  know this might not seem l ike a lot  to seasoned pi lots,  but  these 
exper iences have been thick and fast  for  my very l imited t ime as a pi lot .  Now to where I 
was going with al l  of  that-  my Co-pi lot !
To her credit ,  my new wife has been along for the 
r ide with most of  these adventures.  Ar ranging the 
inf l ight  a’  la car te menu, helping to pass for ward 
v i tal  informat ion devices,  napping, reminding me 
that thermal act iv i t y isn’ t  fun for  everyone and 
l istening to Cameron (my f ly ing par tner)  and I 
ta lk about al l  of  the great emergency spots we 
could land i f  the engine was to quick across the 
Strzelecki  Deser t .  So I  thought I  would pick out 
a bet ter/  more scenic f l ight  for  our nex t mission. 
Mackay. 
I t  was my f i rst  proper cross countr y under the 
IFR. The planning star ted weeks out…maybe 
more. Most ly t r y ing to decipher the protocols around the ar r ivals and depar tures of  IFR 
aircraf t .  Not sure I  st i l l  got  to the bot tom of this as i t  was pret ty much hieroglyphics for 
regional  c lass C airpor ts.  I  p lanned al ternated i f  to i let  breaks were required and read 
the the FPR’s ( i f  anyone doesn’t  know what these are,  they should look them up at  the 
back of  the ERSA. I t  was al l  news to me unt i l  I  star ted IFR training) a few t imes. Another 
considerat ion is always survival  and this coastal  t r ip was going to be far di f ferent f rom 
the survival  vests and my typical  p lans on how to f ind water in the deser t .  Instead, 
this t r ip I  was a lot  more prepared for a scene out of  cast  away i f  we had any technical 
problems. In the end we opted for a few warm c lothes (as i t  was in the heat of  December) 
and a sat  phone.

With my newly minted IFR t icket (refer to the 
last  ar t ic le)  and the c ir rus t raining complete, 
we set of f  in the SR-22 “EDH” that the f l ight 
one team had generously let  me loose in. 
“Now this is how I  should be t ravel ing,” 
Em commented in the f i rst  10 minutes of 
our c l imb out over Br isbane- She had just 
discovered that smal l  aircraf t  do come with 
air  condit ioning. The st i l l  a ir  above the 
smoke-f i l led inversion and the 4am star t 
proved too much for my co -pi lot !  She was 

out as we passed A070 for A100. 
Lucki ly Em didn’ t  miss much, and I  was too preoccupied wi l l ing the ground speed to c l ick 
over the 200kts mark.  The Br isbane area control ler  did poke a hole in my plan as we 
passed over the sunshine coast .  He gave me a direct  to a random way point… I  checked 
my plan and I  checked my GNSS inputs and quick ly real ised I  had no idea what he was on 
about-  “stand-by” I  said.  A quick check on my iPad revealed that this wasn’t  just  a random 
waypoint  but  in fact  the very nex t way point  on the ERC and I  should have planned through 
i t  regardless.  Touché’  centre,  touché’.  My lesson was learnt .  I  advised I  was direct  the 
way point  and quick ly entered i t  into the GNSS, without any change to my actual  heading 
or f l ight  p lanned t rack the f l ight  cont inued. Needless to say,  I  was hurr iedly checking to 
make sure I  hadn’t  made this mistake again.  “Most ly ”  an unevent ful  t r ip unt i l  we were 

by hugo sTruss
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fast  approaching the downwind leg of  the Mackay airpor t  and I  st i l l  couldn’ t  ident i f y the 
runway environment.  As we passed through the bases at  A020 i t  a l l  became as I  has been 
prepared for.  The 
warm recept ion f rom the tower reminded me I  def ini te ly wasn’t  in Br isbane anymore. The 
f r iendly control ler  asked where I  was f rom, where I  was of f  to for  the day and wished us 
a safe return.  I t  was unusual  to maintain such a relaxed conversat ion f rom tower.  2 hours 

and 10minutes f rom YBAF to YBMK. 

Once we landed Em headed of f  to go and vis i t  some 
f r iends and I  p icked up a couple of  st ragglers to 
cont inue the t r ip. 
We had decided on lunch at  Hamil ton Is land fo l lowed 
by a romant ic t r ip over Whitehaven beach and out to 
Hook reef to see the hear t  shaped reef.  For anyone who 
hasn’t  done this,  I  st rongly recommend this t r ip.  Whi le 
the is lands can be a l i t t le disor ient ing,  the control lers 
are f r iendly and the l ight  t raf f ic  makes for very easy 
f ly ing- just  make sure you read up on the procedures. 
The low level  f l ight  f rom Mackay, over Brampton Is land 
and through the Whitsunday is lands to jo in down wind 
over dent is land for a v isual  approach into Hamil ton. 

This was some of the most beaut i ful  f ly ing I  have done. Unfor tunately at  175kts,  the Cir rus 
doesn’t  let  you take i t  a l l  in as I  bounced f rom control ler  to control ler.  (enter turning base 
at  Hamo is land. 
Af ter lunch we got a shut t le back to the airpor t  to head 
of f.  Hamil ton Control  granted a low- level  depar ture 
out over Whitehaven beach and then onto Hook reef. 
When on a mission to f ind the hear t  reef,  make sure 
you have done your homework!  Every long and lat t 
that  I  found on google for  the reef didn’ t  match up 
with any thing l ike the love hear t  shaped structure.  I 
ended up f inding the spot and then programmed that 
into AvPlan. Once I  real ised how smal l  the reef was 
amongst al l  of  the other shapes, I ’m cer tain I  wouldn’ t 
have found i t  wi thout making sure of  the locat ion.  As 
you can see, we had great success and were even 
more lucky to not have to dodge any hel icopters whi le 
we located the target .
On our t r ip home I  was keen to explore the infamous 
Shute harbour,  so we headed for land! On our way 
back we encountered 4 reef inbound hel icopters at  al l  di f ferent heights.  I  cant st ress the 
impor tance of  announcing the depar ture f rom Hook reef and cont inuing the communicat ion 

al l  the way to Shute or your dest inat ion.  We were for tunate 
to have the eTAWS system provide very advanced detect ion 
of  the incoming t raf f ic  so we could be r ight  on top of  the 
comms’s. 
Shute was exact ly what I  was promised and I  think every 
pi lot  should be br iefed by someone who has been there 
before.  My t rusty advisor,  John Shut t lewood, gave me the 
heads up on the ef fects the wind direct ion would have on 
each approach. I f  you don’t  have this resource then the 
Whitsunday airpor t  website is a great read- especial ly the 
Pi lot  guide sect ion.  The website probably comes with a few 
less lectures about being a dumb rookie pi lot  too!  John 
warned me about the wind shear so I  approached runway 
14 f rom a base jo in.  John had suggested to intercept the 
runway heading at  a 15degree angle about 200m before the 
threshold on this approach. Af ter I  was below the mountains 
and I  was sure the t rees weren’ t  going to c lean the underside 
of  my wing, I  st raightened up. As per the advice,  the 5 ex tra 
k ts helped as I  hi t  the last  bi t  of  wind shear over the fence.
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A smal l  drop and adjustment saw a l ight 
ro l l  before giv ing i t  the beans and heading 
back to Mackay. Sweety palms but a big 
gr in as I  had t icked a big goal  of f  my 
aviat ion l ist-  land at  shute.  

We headed out at  around 500f t  through 
the long is land sound. We bumped 
around as we were below the tops of  the 
hi l ls  but  the v iews more than made up 
for the r ide.  On this leg I  learnt  another 
impor tant lesson. Right before I  was to 
make my cal l  to the Mackay approach (I 
was set up with distance, radials and the 
intent ions),  a s l ight  dip in the nose set the 
eTaws system of f  as I  hi t  the PPT but ton. 
I  stut tered out the ini t ia l  few words and 
t r ied to bat t le through the of f  put t ing noise 

of  the GPWS. I t  was a mess. I  had cal led Mackay approach- Mackay Traf f ic ,  I  missed the 
request for  air ways c learance and my intent ions.  My lesson learnt  was to make sure you 
have the systems set up, even the ones you aren’ t  expect ing to be a problem. I  was at 
1500f t  and at  no r isk of  the ground in prefect  VMC. I  should have turned the system of f 
whi le I  was f ly ing at  lower levels to avoid the dist ract ion.  Others might not agree but in 
this case, I  think I  should have l imited the GPWS system. The control led (not the f r iendly 
one ear l ier  in the day) grac iously accepted my poor radio work and guided out plane to 
a rest .  However,  once I  had c lear the runway, the c lear ly very exper ienced control ler 
“suggested” that  I  work on my inbound radio work.  This was enough to t ie the plane down 
and head back to the accommodat ion for some sel f- ref lect ion.
I  made sure when I  f ronted back up the nex t af ternoon to head home I  was wel l  rehearsed 
in my radio cal ls.  I  sounded l ike I  had done i t  1000 t imes. At least  I  thought that .  The 
same control ler  that  had bashed my conf idence was 
today t r y ing to str ike up a conversat ion as I  taxied down 
the runway. I  know Stuar t ,  my instructor,  always harps 
on about the di f ference a professional  radio cal l  can 
make. Proved r ight  once again.  On the way home we had 
to stop in at  Caloundra to drop Em of f  before Joe (one 
of  the r ing ins f rom the day before) and I  headed back 
to Archer f ie ld.  We hi t  Caloundra,  af ter  passing through 
a few c louds on the way in at  15 mins before last  l ight . 
We quick ly said Goodbye to Em contacted centre and 
headed for the runway. I  had read there was going to be 
a bi t  of  l ight  rain f rom Caloundra to Archer f ie ld but Joe 
had never been up in a l ight  p lane at  night and I ’m sure 
the c louds would make i t  a bi t  more interest ing to say 
the least .  Joe is one of  my best mates and he loves to 
talk rubbish,  is very loud, and is rarely quiet .  Wel l  once 
centre had c leared us past 2000f t  there wasn’t  a boo 
out of  Joe. The strobe l ights and landing l ights quick ly 
c losed in on the plane as we went into pure white out .  I 
was concentrat ing c losely at  the t ime and joe only spoke 
only a few words dur ing the 20mins of  f l ight .  “b loody hel l 
Strussy,  I  wasn’t  expect ing ful l  IFR f ly ing! ”  We broke out of  the c louds on centre l ine at 
2000f t .  Joe begun to breath again.
As always, every minute was enjoyed and there was lots of  learning. I  look for ward to 
using this exper ience and bet ter ing my operat ions in the future.  I f  anyone is planning a 
t r ip and looking for an enthusiast ic co -pi lot  them please don’t  hesi tate to reach out .  I 
think that  the biggest gi f t  that  RQAC can of fer  is more senior pi lots invi t ing rookie pi lots 
along on their  t r ips.  I  think that  somet imes even the senior guys forget the thr i l l  that  a 
shor t  scenic f l ight  around the bay can of fer  pi lots with the l imited hours.  I  know that I 
would always be happy to chip in! 

Happy Flying  
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jolly jokes
AEROPLANE PUNS

•	 When	you ’re	wearing	a	watch	
on	an	airplane,	time	flies	 !

• 	 As	soon	as	the	aeroplane	was	
invented,	things	were	looking	
up	 !

• 	 The	pilot ’s	daughter	snuck	
onto	the	plane	without	
permission,	so	he	had	to	
ground	her	 !

• 	 I	tried	making	aeroplane	jokes	
-	but	they	went	right	over	
peoples	heads	 !
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r emembering

s ir charles 
k ingford smith

09.02.1897 to 08.11.1935
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Sir Charles Edward Kingsford Smith ,  MC, AFC (9 February 1897 – 8 November 
1935),  of ten cal led by his nickname Smithy,  was an ear ly Austral ian aviator.
In 1928, he made the f i rst  t ranspaci f ic  f l ight  f rom the United States to Austral ia.  He also 
made the f i rst  non-stop crossing of  the Austral ian mainland, the f i rst  f l ights between 
Austral ia and New Zealand, and the f i rst  eastward Paci f ic  crossing f rom Austral ia to the 
United States;  and, also,  made a f l ight  f rom Austral ia to London, set t ing a new record of 
10.5 days.
E ar ly aN D pE rso Nal l i F E
Char les Edward Kingsford Smith was born on 9 February 1897 at  River view Terrace, 
Hamil ton in Br isbane, Queensland, Austral ia,  the son of  Wi l l iam Char les Smith and his 
wi fe Cather ine Mary (née Kingsford,  daughter of  Richard Ash Kingsford,  a Member of 
the Queensland Legislat ive Assembly and mayor in both Br isbane and Cairns munic ipal 
counci ls).  His bir th was of f ic ial ly  registered and announced in the newspapers under 
the surname Smith,  which his fami ly used at  that  t ime. The ear l iest  use of  the surname 
Kingsford Smith appears to be by his o lder brother Richard Harold K ingsford Smith,  who 
used the name at least  informal ly f rom 1901
In 1903, his parents moved to Canada where they adopted the surname Kingsford Smith. 
They returned to Sydney in 1907. 
K ingsford Smith f i rst  at tended school  in Vancouver,  Canada. From 1909 to 1911, he 
was enrol led at  St  Andrew's Cathedral  School,  Sydney, where he was a chor ister in the 
school 's cathedral  choir,  and then at  Sydney Technical  High School,  before becoming an 
engineer ing apprent ice with the Colonial  Sugar Ref ining Company at  16.
Wo r lD War i  aN D E ar ly F ly i Ng E xpE r i E Nc E
In 1915, he enl isted for duty in the 1st  AIF (Austral ian Army) and served at  Gal l ipol i . 
Ini t ia l ly,  he per formed duty as a motorcyc le dispatch r ider,  before t ransfer r ing to the 
Royal  Fly ing Corps, earning his pi lot 's  wings in 1917.
In August 1917, whi le ser ving with No. 23 Squadron, K ingsford Smith was shot down and 
received injur ies which required amputat ion of  two toes. He was awarded the Mi l i tar y 
Cross for his gal lantr y in bat t le.  As his recovery was predic ted to be lengthy,  K ingsford 
Smith was permit ted to take leave in Austral ia where he vis i ted his parents.  Returning 
to England, K ingsford Smith was assigned to instructor dut ies and promoted to Captain.
On 1 Apr i l  1918, along with other members of  the Royal  Fly ing Corps, K ingsford Smith was 
t ransfer red to the newly establ ished Royal  A ir  Force. On being demobi l ised in England, 
in ear ly 1919, he jo ined Tasmanian Cyr i l  Maddocks, to form Kingsford Smith,  Maddocks 
Aeros Ltd,  f ly ing a joy- r iding service mainly in the Nor th of  England, dur ing the summer 
of  1919, ini t ia l ly  using surplus DH.6 t rainers,  then surplus B.E.2s.  Later K ingsford Smith 
worked as a barnstormer in the United States before returning to Austral ia in 1921. He 
did the same in Austral ia and also f lew airmai l  ser vices,  and began to plan his record-
breaking f l ight  across the Paci f ic . 
Apply ing for a commerc ial  p i lot 's  l icence on 2 June 1921 ( in which he gave his name as 
'Char les Edward Kingsford-Smith'),  he became one of  Austral ia's f i rst  air l ine pi lots when 
he was chosen by Norman Brear ley to f ly  for  the newly formed West Austral ian A ir ways.
A young Kingsford Smith pi loted a Western Austral ian A ir ways Br isto l  Type 28 Coupe 
Tourers plane (G -AUDF) that made bi -weekly mai l  drops to the astronomers dur ing the 
1922 Solar Ec l ipse expedit ion at  Wal lal,  Western Austral ia. 

1928 Tr aNs - pac i F i c F l i g HT
In 1928, K ingsford Smith and Char les Ulm ar r ived in the 
United States and began to search for an aircraf t .  Famed 
Austral ian polar explorer Sir  Huber t  Wi lk ins sold them a 
Fokker F.VII /3m monoplane, which they named the Southern 
Cross. 
At 8:54 a.m. on 31 May 1928, K ingsford Smith and his 4 -man 
crew lef t  Oakland, Cal i fornia,  to at tempt the f i rst  t rans-
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Paci f ic f l ight  to Austral ia.  The f l ight  was in three stages. The 
f i rst ,  f rom Oakland to Wheeler Army Air f ie ld,  Hawai i ,  was 
3,870 k i lometres (2,400 mi),  tak ing an unevent ful  27 hours 
25 minutes (87.54 mph).  They took of f  f rom Barking Sands 
on Mana, Kauai,  s ince the runway at  Wheeler was not long 
enough. They headed for Suva, Fi j i ,  5,077 k i lometres (3,155 
mi)  away, tak ing 34 hours 30 minutes (91.45 mph).  This was 
the most demanding por t ion of  the journey, as they f lew 
through a massive l ightning storm near the equator.  The third 
leg was the shor test ,  2,709 k i lometres (1,683 mi)  in 20 hours 
(84.15 mph),  and crossed the Austral ian coast l ine near Bal l ina 

before turning nor th to f ly  170 
k i lometres (110 mi)  to Br isbane, 
where they landed at  10.50 
a.m. on 9 June. The total  f l ight 
distance was approximately 
11,566 k i lometres (7,187 mi). 
K ingsford Smith was met by 
a huge crowd of  26,000 at 
Eagle Farm Airpor t ,  and was 
welcomed as a hero.  Austral ian 
aviator Char les Ulm was the 
rel ief  p i lot .  The other crewmen were Amer icans, they were 
James Warner,  the radio operator,  and Captain Harr y Lyon, 
the navigator and engineer. 

The Nat ional  Fi lm and Sound Archive of  Austral ia has a f i lm 
biography of  K ingsford Smith,  cal led An Airman Remembers, 
and recordings of  K ingsford Smith and Ulm talk ing about the 
journey. 

"co F F E E royal" i Nc i D E NT   On 31 March 1929, en route f rom Sydney to 
England, the Southern Cross with K ingsford Smith at  the helm made an emergency 
landing on a mudf lat  near the mouth of  the Glenelg River,  in the Kimber ley region of 
nor thern Western Austral ia.  The Southern Cross was found and rescued af ter  a for tnight 's 
searching, with George Innes Beard,  A lber t  Barunga and Wally f rom the Kunmunya Mission 
the f i rst  over land par ty to reach the downed aircraf t . 
Whi le on their  way to help with the search two f r iends 
of  K ingsford Smith crash landed in the Tanami Deser t 
in Central  Austral ia and died of  thirst  and exposure 
on 12 Apr i l  1929. The pair,  Keith Vincent Anderson 
and Henry Smith "Bobby" Hitchcock, had been f ly ing 
a West land Widgeon plane named Kookaburra.  Many 
sect ions of  the media and publ ic fe l t  that  the forced 
landing of  the Southern Cross, which was dubbed the 
"Cof fee Royal"  inc ident af ter  the brew of  cof fee and 
brandy which the crew had drunk whi le await ing rescue, had been a publ ic i t y 
stunt and that K ingsford Smith was responsible for  the two deaths.
An of f ic ial  inquir y was convened into the inc ident,  fuel led by the media speculat ion.  One 
of  the cr i t ic isms level led at  K ingsford Smith was that he could have been spot ted and 
rescued much more quick ly had he set a f i re with engine oi l .  The foundat ion for  the at tack 
was not tested by the inquir y at  the t ime but Dick Smith (no relat ion) rediscovered the 
landing si te in 1981 and car r ied out an exper iment burning brush with and without engine 
oi l  and found that the lat ter  actual ly created a more vis ib le ef fect  as v iewed f rom the air 
against  the dark mud and sur face ter rain;  K ingsford Smith had been r ight . 
Despite K ingsford Smith being exonerated by the inquir y,  his reputat ion within Austral ia 
never ful ly  recovered dur ing his l i fet ime. 
The bodies of  Anderson and Hitchcock were later recovered f rom the Tanami Deser t . 
Hi tchcock 's body was returned to Per th for  bur ial  at  Karrakat ta Cemetery,  whi le Anderson's 
body was returned to Sydney. Over 6000 mourners at tended Keith Anderson's funeral.  I t 
was an elaborate af fair  bef i t t ing a nat ional  hero.  Anderson was bur ied at  Rawson Park, 
Mosman, on 6 July 1929. A grand memor ial  was later erected at  the gravesite in his 
honour.. 

Stamp Sheet re leased in Austra l ia 
in 1978 in commerat ion of  the 50 th 

anniversar y of  the Fi rs t  Trans - Pac i f ic 
F l ight

Kookabur ra
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Despite K ingsford Smith being exonerated by the inquir y,  his reputat ion within Austral ia 
never ful ly  recovered dur ing his l i fet ime. 
The bodies of  Anderson and Hitchcock were later recovered f rom the Tanami Deser t . 
Hi tchcock 's body was returned to Per th for  bur ial  at  Karrakat ta Cemetery,  whi le Anderson's 
body was returned to Sydney. Over 6000 mourners at tended Keith Anderson's funeral.  I t 
was an elaborate af fair  bef i t t ing a nat ional  hero.  Anderson was bur ied at  Rawson Park, 
Mosman, on 6 July 1929. A grand memor ial  was later erected at  the gravesite in his 
honour. 
D i sappE ar aNc E aN D D E aTH
Kingsford Smith and co -pi lot  John Thompson "Tommy" Pethybr idge were f ly ing the Lady 
Southern Cross overnight f rom Al lahabad, India,  to Singapore,  as par t  of  their  at tempt 
to break the England-Austral ia speed record held by C. W. A . Scot t  and Tom Campbel l 
Black,  when they disappeared over the Andaman Sea in the ear ly hours of  8 November 
1935. Aviator J immy Melrose c laimed to have seen the Lady Southern Cross f ight ing a 
storm 150 mi les (240 km) f rom shore and 200 feet (61 m) over the sea with f i re coming 
f rom i ts exhaust.  Despite a search for 74 hours over the Bay of  Bengal  by test  pi lot  Er ic 
Stanley Greenwood, OBE, their  bodies were never recovered. 
Eighteen months later,  Burmese f ishermen found an undercarr iage leg and wheel,  with i ts 
tyre st i l l  inf lated, which had been washed ashore at  Aye Is land in the Gulf  of  Mar taban, 
3 km (2 mi)  of f  the southeast coast l ine of  Burma, some 137 km (85 mi)  south of  Mot tama 
(former ly known as Mar taban).  Lockheed conf i rmed the undercarr iage leg to be f rom the 
Lady Southern Cross. Botanists who examined the weeds c l inging to the undercarr iage 
leg est imated that the aircraf t  l ies not far  f rom the is land at  a depth of  approximately 15 
fathoms (90 f t ;  27 m).  The undercarr iage leg is now on publ ic display at  the Powerhouse 
Museum in Sydney, Austral ia. 
In 2009, f i lmmaker and explorer Damien Lay stated he was cer tain he had found the Lady 
Southern Cross. The locat ion of  the c laimed f ind was widely misrepor ted as " in the Bay 
of  Bengal".  However,  the 2009 search, was in fact ,  at  the same locat ion where the landing 
gear had been found in 1937, at  Aye Is land in the Andaman Sea. 
K ingsford Smith was survived by his wi fe,  Mary,  Lady Kingsford Smith,  and their  three-
year-old son Char les Jnr.  K ingsford Smith's autobiography, My Fly ing Li fe,  was publ ished 
posthumously in 1937 and became a best-sel ler. 
Fol lowing The Joint  Austral ian Myanmar Lady Southern Cross Search Expedit ion I I 
(LSCSEII)  in 2009, Lay conducted a total  of  ten fur ther expedit ions to Myanmar to recover 
wreckage f rom the si te.  In 2011, Lay c laimed to have found the wreckage, but that  c laim 
has been widely disputed, and no evidence conf i rming the c laim has been for thcoming. 
The locat ion of  the si te,  approximately 1.8 mi les of f  the coast of  Myanmar,  has never 
been publ ic ly re leased. 
Lay has worked c losely with both the Kingsford Smith and Pethybr idge famil ies since 2005. 
The pr ivately funded project  was suppor ted by the government and people of  Myanmar. 
As of  December 2017, Lay was st i l l  searching for par ts of  the Lady Southern Cross. 

HoNou rs aN D lEgacy
In 1930 Kingsford Smith was the inaugural  rec ipient of  the Segrave Trophy, awarded for 
"Outstanding Ski l l ,  Courage and Ini t iat ive on Land, Water [or]  in the A ir ".
K ingsford Smith was knighted in the 1932 King's Bir thday Honours List  as a Knight 
Bachelor.  He received the accolade on 3 June 1932 f rom His Excel lency Sir  Isaac Isaacs, 
the Governor-General  of  Austral ia,  for  ser vices to aviat ion and later was appointed 
honorary A ir  Commodore of  the Royal  Austral ian A ir  Force. 
In 1986, K ingsford Smith was inducted into the Internat ional  A ir  & Space Hal l  of  Fame at 
the San Diego Air  & Space Museum.
The major airpor t  of  Sydney, located in the suburb of  Mascot,  was named Kingsford 
Smith Internat ional  A irpor t  in his honour.  The federal  e lectorate sur rounding the airpor t 
is  named the Divis ion of  K ingsford Smith,  and inc ludes the suburb of  K ingsford. 
His most famous aircraf t ,  the Southern Cross, is now preserved and displayed in a 
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purpose-bui l t  memor ial  to K ingsford Smith near the Internat ional  Terminal  at  Br isbane 
Airpor t .  K ingsford Smith sold the plane to the Austral ian Government in 1935 for £3000 
so i t  could be put on permanent display for  the publ ic.  The plane was careful ly stored for 
many years before the cur rent memor ial  was bui l t .
K ingsford Smith Dr ive in Br isbane passes through the suburb of  his bir th,  Hamil ton. 
Another K ingsford Smith Dr ive,  which is located in the Canberra dist r ic t  of  Belconnen, 
intersects with Southern Cross Dr ive. 

Opened in 2009, K ingsford Smith School  in the Canberra suburb of  Holt  was named af ter 
the famous aviator,  as was Sir  Char les Kingsford-Smith Elementary School  in Vancouver, 
Br i t ish Columbia,  Canada. 
He was pic tured on the Austral ian $20 paper note ( in c irculat ion f rom 1966 unt i l  1994, 
when the $20 polymer note was introduced to replace i t),  to honour his contr ibut ion to 
aviat ion and his accomplishments dur ing his l i fe.  He was also depic ted on the Austral ian 
one-dol lar  coin of  1997, the centenary of  his bir th. 
A lber t  Park in Suva, where he landed on the t rans-Paci f ic  f l ight ,  now contains the 
Kingsford Smith Pavi l ion.
A memor ial  stands at  Seven Mi le Beach in New South Wales commemorat ing the f i rst 
commerc ial  f l ight  to New Zealand. 
Qantas named i ts s ix th A irbus A380 (VH-OQF) af ter  K ingsford Smith. 
KLM named one of  i ts  Boeing 747s (PH-BUM) af ter  K ingsford Smith. 
A t rans-Encke propel ler  moonlet ,  an infer red minor body, of  Saturn is named af ter  him. 
Austral ian aviat ion enthusiast  Aust in Byrne was par t  of  the large crowd at  Sydney 's Mascot 
Aerodrome in June 1928 to welcome the Southern Cross and i ts crew fol lowing their 
successful  t rans-Paci f ic  f l ight .  Witnessing this event inspired Byrne to make a scale model 
of  the Southern Cross to give to K ingsford Smith.  Af ter  the aviator 's disappearance, Byrne 
cont inued to expand and enhance his t r ibute with paint ings,  photographs, documents,  and 
ar tworks he created, designed or commissioned. Between 1930 and his death in 1993, 
Byrne devoted his l i fe to creat ing and tour ing his Southern Cross Memor ial. 

Ar t ic le taken f rom ht tps: //en.wik ipedia.org/wik i /Char les_Kingsford_Smith

Sydney Ai rpor t Br isbane Ai rpor t
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photograph of the Kingsford smith’s “lady 
southern cross” at archer f ield airpor t ,  Brisbane, 
QlD, 1934
Photographed in Archer f ield,  Queensland, Austral ia,  1934.
This is a photograph of  the single -engine Lockheed Altair  aircraf t ,  ‘Lady Southern 
Cross’,  pi loted by Sir  Char les Kingsford Smith (Smithy) and Captain P.G. Taylor in 
1934 at  Archer f ield airpor t ,  Queensland, before their  record-breaking trans-Pacif ic 
f l ight.  Smithy and Taylor completed the f i rst  west to east t rans-Pacif ic  f l ight  f rom 
Br isbane, Austral ia,  to San Francisco, USA, via Suva and Hawaii,  between 21st 
October and 4 November,  1934, in the l i t t le ‘Lady Southern Cross’.  Tragical ly this is 
the plane in which Smithy and his engineer/co -pi lot ,  Tommy Pethybr idge, t ragical ly 
died the fol lowing year in 1935 tr y ing to break the England to Austral ia speed 
record.  The char ismatic Sir  Char les Kingsford Smith (Smithy) was a household 
name in Austral ia for  set t ing aviat ion records and his death was a nat ional  t ragedy 
at  the t ime. Of the young Austral ian Wor ld War One pi lots who returned f rom the 
f ront none went on to make aviat ion history as Smithy had done. Smithy f lew in 
the AIF in Egypt,  Gal l ipol i  and France before being commissioned into the Royal 
Fly ing Corps in 1917. Af ter the war he under took a number of  pioneer ing f l ights 
and sought to establ ish regular air  services in Austral ia.  With Char les Ulm as co -
pi lot  and two Amer icans, Harry Lyon and Jim Warner,  Smithy f lew a rebui l t  Fokker 
aircraf t  he named Southern Cross f rom Oakland, Cali fornia,  to Honolulu,  then 
Fi j i  to land at  Br isbane on 9 June 1928 for the f i rst  f l ight  across the Pacif ic.  This 
was fol lowed by the f i rst  non-stop f l ight  f rom Melbourne to Per th.  In June 1929 
he f lew the plane f rom Sydney to London in the record t ime of  12 days and 18 
hours.  (The ‘Southern Cross’  was purchased from Smithy by the Commonwealth 
government and is now displayed at  Br isbane airpor t .)  Dr iven to set  even more 
records he decided to compete in the 1934 MacRober tson Air  Race and purchased 
the Lockheed Altair  which he considered capable of  achieving f i rst  place. However, 
engineer ing problems and lack of  t ime meant he had to withdraw from the race. 
Even so, in test ing the aircraf t  in Austral ia,  he establ ished a number of  c i ty- to -c i ty 
speed records in the Altair  and to ‘save face’  for  withdrawing f rom the race he f lew 
the Pacif ic  instead, in the west-east direct ion,  establ ishing another record.  So i t 
was with this background that Smithy and his co -pi lot /engineer,  Tom Pethybr idge, 
t r iedend to break yet another record,  the England to Austral ia speed record,  and 
in endeavour ing to achieve this they lost  their  l ives.  They disappeared in the Bay 
of  Bengal  and were never found. Poignant ly,  in May 1937, the undercarr iage f rom 
the ‘Lady Southern Cross’  ( in the Museum’s col lect ion,  object  number 94/64/1) 
was discovered washed up on the beach of  the t iny is land of  Aye, of f  the coast 
of  Burma. Smithy is recognised internat ional ly as one of  the wor ld’s greatest 
aviators for  pioneer ing record f l ights and seeking to establ ish regular air  services 
in Austral ia.  Margaret  Simpson, Curator January 2015
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Aviation Historical Society 

of Australia (Qld) Inc.

The Aviat ion Histor ical  Society of  Austral ia (Qld) Inc.  str ives:-

-  To encourage and assist  the research and wri t ing of  Austral ian aviat ion history

- To record the achievements of  Austral ian aviat ion and i ts people

- To provide a forum for the discussion of  events in Austral ian aviat ion history

- To preserve documents and art i facts s igni f icant to Austral ian aviat ion history

- To l ia ise wi th other relevant organisat ions to fur ther the aims of  the associat ion

Come and jo in us as a guest at  one of  our meet ings.

We meet on the last  Fr iday of  the month (except Dec) in the histor ic 

Terminal  Bui ld ing at  Archerf ie ld Airport ,  381 Beatty Road, Br isbane.

Guest speakers are arranged for monthly meet ings.

Contact  us at  ahsaqld@gmai l .com
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Do you h av e a n e w s wor t h y e v e n t, 
pho t o s or g o oD n e w s - 

    t el l  us !!
Please send to 

admin@rqac.com.au

m ERCHANDISE
fo r  pU r cha SE  at  t h E  clU b h o USE 

c ap  $15 MU g  $10 co M M E M o r at I v E 
M EdallI o N  $10

J oy s t i c k 

J o t t i n g s
29



2019/2020 RQAC Board Members
Patron  His Excellancy the Honourable 
   Paul De Jersey AC 

President  Glenn Cuffe
   president@rqac.com.au
 
Vice-President John McDonald

Secretary Ian Tait 
   secretary@rqac.com.au

Treasurer       Lisa Tait

Committee Members Heather Mattes
David Tait

Graham Stokes
Joanne Green

Club Co-Captains Chris Spencer-Scarr
Dave Butler

List of New Members

Ronald Purssey
Conrad Heim
Liam Donald

Elizabeth Davies
Brendan Ritson
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upcoming
e vents
 m a rc h  6 d r I N k S 

at  t h E  clU b h o USE

m a rc h  15 clU b h o USE  S o cIal 

 m a rc h  17 S t  pat r I ck S  day

m a rc h  21 S t r ad d I E  flyo U t

 a p r i l  3 d r I N k S
at  t h E  clU b h o USE 

e a s t e r
g o o d  fr I day  10t h
E a S t Er  Sat U r day  11t h
E a S t Er  M o N day  13t h

 a p r i l  19

 m ay  1

a p r i l  2 5

clU b h o USE  S o cIal

aNz ac  day

m ay  3  

m ay  17  

d r I N k S 
at  t h E  clU b h o USE

bat t lE  o f  co r al  SE a 
daw N  pat r o l
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